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MESSAGE FROM
THE EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

Dear Friends,

We are living through an unparalleled moment in time with
COVID-19 declared a global pandemic in 2020. We have
witnessed communities uniting under a common banner to
sustain and preserve life combined with support for local
nonprofits and small businesses. 

Steelworks Center of the West, our colleagues at similar 

Christina Trujillo

organizations, small business owners in the Pueblo community and beyond faced and continue to face
challenges during the pandemic. In spite of the difficult economic times, we were fortunate to end the

year in a solid financial position. 
 

Our ongoing goal is to keep our overhead low while providing Colorado Fuel & Iron Company (CF&I)
STEM related educational programming and resources for the community, preserving the historical

archives and providing research opportunities, featuring exhibits related to all facets of CF&I as well as
industries’ impact on the American West, in addition to establishing new collaborations.  

 
Thanks to you, Steelworks Center of the West has remained an integral part in telling the story of

Pueblo’s history. Like many nonprofits, we depend on the generosity of private and institutional donors.
This year, more than ever, your support has been essential with continuing our mission. 

 
We are honored to have you as partners in our efforts. We are looking forward to much more in 2021!

Thank you!
 

Christina Trujillo
Executive Director Bessemer Historical Society, Inc. dba Steelworks Center of the West

 



We are located in the historic CF&I
Administrative Offices in the heart of the
Bessemer Neighborhood, in Pueblo, Colorado.
Together with the City and County of Pueblo,
the Bessemer Association of Neighborhood
Development (B.A.N.D.), and NeighborWorks®
of Pueblo we are working to revitalize this
unique neighborhood.

The Bessemer Historical Society was formed
in the summer of 2000 to provide permanent
care for the archival collection, artifacts and
historic buildings of the Colorado Fuel and
Iron Company (CF&I). 

The Steelworks Center of the West provides continuing education to
the public through the preservation of historic archives, artifacts and
buildings of the Colorado Fuel and Iron Company (CF&I), and related
activities leading to the industrialization of the entire Western United
States.

Mission Statement

A concerned group of citizens realized the danger of losing the Minnequa Works Office Complex,
and the CF&I archival collections, to irreparable damage from neglect and lack of adequate
preservation measures, or to the potential for the collections to be donated to a distant repository.
In June, 2000, these community members, in collaboration with representatives from the City of
Pueblo, the County of Pueblo, and the State of Colorado, created the Bessemer Historical Society
(BHS), a 501(c)(3) organization, to preserve the buildings and documentary remains of CF&I.

In 2001, after raising $1.7 million, BHS purchased the historic administrative building complex and
surrounding 5.7 acres of land from Oregon Steel Mills, the owners of the mill at that time. Oregon
Steel officially donated the archival collection to BHS a year later. With tremendous support from
the Southern Colorado community, and beyond, BHS has accomplished many goals. After the
building complex was purchased and stabilized, it was listed on the National Park Service’s National
Register of Historic Places, at the national level of significance. With an initial Save America’s
Treasures grant, in 2003, followed by three successive grants from the National Endowment for the
Humanities, nearly 6000 cubic feet of paper records have been processed, most at a very basic level,
and made available for public use. In addition, nearly 100,000 photographs, over 30,000 maps and
drawings, 1,200 rolls of microfilm, thousands of financial ledgers, and 228 historic 16mm films have
been preserved and made accessible at basic levels.



PROGRAMS
Education
The Steelworks Center of
the West offers a number of
educational programs and
resources for students and
teachers. Our mission is to
educate students and
teachers about the history
of Pueblo and Southern
Colorado while introducing
them to STEM instruction.
CF&I played a huge part in
the Industrial Revolution so
we support the importance
of STEM instruction in our
educational programs. We
offer school tours and
educational programs all
year around.

Archives
The CF&I Archives include
over 100,000 photographs,
more than 150 films, 30,000
maps and drawings,
hundreds of ledgers, and
internal publications such
as Camp and Plant, The
Industrial Bulletin, and The
Blast.

There are approximately
6000 cubic feet of records
documenting CF&I’s steel
production, iron and coal
mining, geological records,
labor relations, land and
water resources, employee
records, invoices and work
orders, executive
memoranda,
correspondence, and much
more, documenting every
aspect of the company’s
rich history. 

The Steelworks
Museum
The museum is housed in
the former CF&I Medical
Dispensary, built in 1901.
The museum features
exhibits related to all facets
of CF&I and related
industries’ impacts on the
American West. CF&I was a
strong force in the
development of the history
of Pueblo and Southern
Colorado. At one time CF&I
was the largest private
landowner and the largest
employer in Colorado and
with ownership of mines
and mining towns operated
throughout the West. By
visiting the Steelworks
Museum, you will learn how
CF&I played a part in the
history and development of
Colorado.



                               SERVICES

Records and Genealogy
The vast collections left behind by CF&I are an invaluable resource. Employment records, financial logs,
artifacts, and even historic CF&I ephemera are all housed in the Steelworks Center of the West’s collection.
Family history requests are a very common occurrence at the Steelworks Center of the West, as we possess
employment records dating back to the 1910s. These archives are available to the public by appointment, and
oftentimes those looking for the records of a family member can simply submit the form online. Please see our
archives fees page for cost information.

Historical Photos 
The Steelworks Center of the West houses a photograph collection spanning over a century, containing tens of
thousands of images. Thousands of these images have been digitized and high quality digital reproductions of
these images are available for a small fee. The Steelworks Center of the West also welcomes requests for
images, even if they aren’t digitized yet- if you can’t find the image you are looking for online, submit a
research request form and we will do our best to find the image that fits your needs.

Commemorative Bricks
The Steelworks Center of the West is offering an opportunity to immortalize the name of a loved one. Behind
the museum, in Steelworks Park, a brick wall with commemorative plaques featuring the names and service
dates of individuals who worked at the steel mill currently has space for more names. A purchase of a brick
allows for you to leave a lasting testament to a loved one who worked so hard in CF&I and its 
related operations. Hurry though, as space is limited.

The Steelworks Center of the West provides many services relating
to our mission of providing education to the public through the
preservation of historic archives, artifacts and buildings of CF&I.



PARTNERS
IN HISTORIC PRESERVATION
& EDUCATION

Our corporate, foundation, donors, members and volunteers
make our preservation and educational activities possible

through their generous support.   

Angelus Chapel Funeral Directors

Bob and Doris Johnston Foundation

City of Pueblo

Colorado Humanities

Community Service Advisory Commission (CSAC)

Denver Posse of Westerners

El Pomar Foundation

Envision IT Glass

EVRAZ

H.W. Houston Construction

Minnequa Works Credit Union

Parkview Medical Center

Property Craft

Pueblo County

Pueblo Day Nursery Children's Foundation

Pueblo Electrics, Inc.

Pueblo West Metroplitan District

Robert Hoag Rawlings Foundation

Southern Colorado Press Club

St. Mary Corwin Medical Center

Xcel Energy

 



In 2020, our short-term exhibit, “Not Just A Man’s World: The Women of CF&I” focused on interpreting women’s
importance and contributions throughout CF&I’s history as homemakers, society leaders, teachers and nurses,
office assistants and steelworkers. The exhibit featured interpretive text and photographs and 3-dimesional
artifacts from our collection. Although the exhibit run was shorter due to the museum’s COVID-19 temporary
closure, our staff plans to recreate the exhibit in the future. 

In the spring as education went virtual, our staff responded to the requested assistance from teachers and
worked with Havey Pro Cinema, the production company behind the popular documentary, "Forging the
West" to provide free access streaming of the film. This allowed teachers and students in both Pueblo school
districts to continue lessons in CF&I history through electronic media rather than the in person learning
environment.  

Our staff also preserved more than 2,500 pages of CF&I documentation from a project begun in 2018. The
project involved photographing, cropping, resizing and establishing proper archival naming conventions for
several issues within our CF&I publications collection. Published between 1924 and 1974, the CF&I Blast
reported news of the mill and mining operations, local, national and international news. The issues are one of
the most highly accessed parts of the entire archive and after many years of use and handling, no matter how
carefully, are becoming unstable. The pages are now readily accessible in electronic form should researchers
ask to see them. Although there are still many more issues to preserve, staff and volunteers working on this
project now have a sturdy base from which they can continue the project when the health situation allows.    

Throughout the year, our staff developed and provided teachers in Pueblo School District 60 and Pueblo
County School District 70 with more than a dozen lesson plans and seven new videos to keep our youth
engaged in the wonders of learning. Examples of new programming developed include: “Report Card on the
Past” which compares 3rd grade curriculum and the typical school day of the early 1900s versus that of today,
“A Picture is Worth a Thousand Words” which focuses on photo analysis of historic photographs and “Lest We
Forget” which is a video lecture discussing CF&I’s involvement in World War I and World War II. In addition to
developing new virtual educational content, we were also able to serve the needs of 113 archive researchers
electronically. If a researcher required hard copies of materials, we provided the documents through a
curbside pickup situation.

Throughout much of the year, our staff also planned and prepared much of the exhibit we will feature in 2021.
“H2O Today”, is a Smithsonian Institution poster exhibit which describes the power and importance of water in
our lives. In concert with the 100th anniversary of the Great Pueblo Flood of 1921, our short-term exhibit, “Water
is Life” uses materials from our own collection relating to water and its importance in the steel industry, how
CF&I responded to flood mitigation and relief, and the general history of water in Pueblo. Working with a corps
of professional teachers, new programming will be made available to youth in 2021 that meets both history
and science standards for grades elementary through high school. We plan to open the exhibit and reopen the
Steelworks Museum by the end of March 2021. 

In mid-December 2020, the organization received the 2020 Fred A. Rosenstock award presented by the
Denver Posse of Westerners, an organization that promotes the study of Western history for our “continued
service to the preservation of Colorado history.” 

2020'S BIGGEST
ACHIEVEMENTS



OUR LEADERSHIP
B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

KAREN CORDOVA

EDIE  DE LA TORRE

DOUG GRADISAR

PATRICK JONES

LOUIS  NAZARIO

MICHAEL ORAZEM

FRAN REED

S T A F F

CHRISTINA TRUJILLO
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

VICTORIA MILLER
MUSEUM CURATOR &  
CERTIF IED ARCHIVIST

SHAWNNA SANTISTEVAN

KATHRINE THOMSON

LINDA L .  TREMBLAY

ERIK  WALSER

CJ  WALSER

LEAHA Z INANTI



FINANCIAL
PERFORMANCE

These numbers above are preliminary
and are subject to change upon audit.

The final audited numbers will be
available later in 2021 at

https://www.steelworks.us/about-
us/documents/

For the year ending December 31, 2020

Statement of Activities & Change in Net Assets

Revenues

Expenses

Net Ordinary Revenue:        $80,529.38       $127,083.23
Change in Net Assets:          $80,529.38       $127,083.23         

 

Statement of Financial Position
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